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OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

IN REPLY REFER TO

AGDA (M) (17 Mar 70) FOR OT UT 694007 24 March 1970

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, lst Cavalry
Division, Period Ending 31 October 1969 (U)
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1. Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation in accordance
with paragraph 4b, AR 525-15. Evaluations and corrective actions sheculd
be reported to ACSFOR OT UT, Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days
of receipt of covering letter.

2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure appropriate
benefits in the future from lessons learued during current operations and
may be adapted for use in developing training material.

i & ik

l'(ENNETH G. WICKHAM
Major General, USA
The Adjitant General
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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 1ST CAVALRY DIVISION (AM)
APO 96490
AVDAME 15 Woverber 1969

SUBJECT: Operationsl Repart for Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 1969
ROS CSFOR-65 (RI) ()

TiRU: Commanding Genéral
IT Field Forxce, Vietnam
ATTN: AVESC-RE~H
AP0 96266

T0: Asslstant Chief of Staff for Force Development
Department of the Army
Washington, D,C, 20310
SECTION I: OPERATIONS

1, (C) Operations:
e General

(1) The reporting period covers Operation KENTUCKY COUGAR (initiated
2412000 Jun 69) as a part of "Operation Toan Thang IIT,

(2) The August-" sber 1969 period saw o continuation of the roles, misw
sions and functions from the last reporting period, but wl th an increese in the
use of oconbined ARVN-US operations, During the reporting period, the 1st Cave
alry Division (Airmobile) conducted opérations in Binh Duong, Ty Ninh, Binh
Long and Phuoo Long Provinces, A contimmed build-up of intelligence culminated
with the Communist offensive on the: hight of 1112 August thot consgisted of ate
tacks on most fire support boses in the Division's area of operalives (AD). Ty
major portion of the battle lasted two days vhile some significant contacts cone
tinued for a week after the highpoint, The degrease in eneny activity in the
ensuing wocks returned the 1st Cavalry Division (AM) to the employment of small

unit operations to locate and destroy encmy bunker corplexes, cache sites,

FOR oT uT i
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SUBJECT: Overational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 1969

ond interdict cnemy infiltration and logistics routes and e€lindinctc enemy

forces within the tcctical area of responsibility, Throughowt the xeporting

poeriod, the Division continuously conducicd small unit coribined operations with

clemehts of the 5th ARVN Division, 34th and 35th ARVN Renger Battoliong, lst

and 15th ARVN Cavzlry Squadrons, Regionzl Forcé/Popular Force Units, Civilion ’
Irrogular Defense Groups (CIDG) ond the 2nd ARVN BN BDE, when it moved into

the A0 in October, The use of combined operations has established »rofitable

rclotionships and significontly irproved the operational efficiency of 2ll units

involved,

(a) Eneny losses: 3079 KIA, 53 TW coptured, 100 Hoi Chanhs, 14
crew-gerved weapons captured, 3736 lerse celiber rounds captured, 87,181 small
caliber rounds captbured,

(b) Fricndly losses: 137 KIA, 1239 WIA of which 006G required evacuotion,
6 OH-G4 destroyed, 5 UH-1H destroyed, 2 AH~1G destroyed, 1 3/4 ton tmck des~
troyed, onc 1/4 ton truck destroyed, 9 terks destroyed, 390 ACLV!'s destroyed,
one 3/4 ton troiler destroyed, and one D=5 bulldecger destroyed,

(3) The steedy buildup of cvidence which, in general, substantisbed
attack plans by the encmy forces was confirmed during the early norning hours
of 12 Ausust as enemy forccs launched stand-off attacks followed by ground
probeg throughout the Division A0, Enemy ground citacks were lounched against
fire support bascs Andy, Aspen, Becky and Sidewinder, the Duc Phong Special

Forces District Headquarters and the villages of An Loc and Loc Ninh, Purswit

-oporations of the retreating enemy forces continued for a week after the

gonercl offensive with the major portion of the fighting toking place during

the first three days when the onemy lost 761 KIAls,
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SUBJECT: Opcretional Report for @uarterly reriod knding 31 October 1969

(4) Enemy activity dccreased sharply after the initial offensive and
generally censisted of light indirect fire abtfocks, The lull wos broken briefly
during carly Scptember when a short upsurge of enerwyy activity occurred in Wor
Zone “C" and Binh Long Province, During tho labter holf of Scotomber, intelli-
gence indicated a reorientation and reorgonization of major IWA/VC units within
the Division AO, Indirect fire attacks continucd ond werc accomponied by lisht
ground probes by sopper elements, To counter this threat, the 1st Cava ry
Division (AM) employed extensive smoll unit night ambushes for the purpose of
interdicting enemy units and disrupting plonned sequence of gttwks. Ambush
operations resulted in 121 NVL XI&i during the month of Septembex,

(5) The September lull continued through the ronth of October, The
erphasis placcd on small unit operations and ambushes yiclded frequent contacts
with small groups (3-6 individuals) moving through the area, There was a
sharp increase in the number of minor cache sites discovered, Some larger
sites were located with the aid of Hoi Chanhs,

(6) Combined ARVN-US operations were centered in Binh Long and Phuoc
Long ¥rovinces throughout most of the reporting period, The use of corbined
operations has cstoblished an increagsed rapport between ARVH-US units and
gignificontly increascd the operational efficiency of the wmits involved,
Tncreased emphaosis was placed upon the Vietnomization of the war effort by the
introduction of the 2nd ARVN A3N 3DE into Woxr Zone "C" {o conduct operations in
cooxrdination with the Division's lst Brigade, During the last half of the
quarter, an increased number, of enemy officers rallicd to the GVN. Both encmy
officers and enlisted men complained of the demoralizing aspects of discose,

food shortones,-end allied firepower,
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SUBJECT: Operctionol Renort for Quarterly rerioa snveng 31 October 1969
b. {C) 1st Brigade Overctions
(1) Mission: 1st Brigede continucd opcrotions in AQ KENTUCKY CIUGAR to
interdict enemy lines of comrmnicationd, ncutralize mojor cnemy forces, ond
locote and destroy installations and equiprent.
(2) Execution:

(2) 1st Brignde continued operations into Auzust with the 2-7 Cav, 2-8
Cov, and the 1-12 Cav to intexdict enemy movement through the Drigode A0 and
to neutralize all major eneny foxces, Since visual reconnaissance, ground to
eir firings, and usvally relioblc sourccs of intelligence indicated a sizechle
enemy force hetween PO t's IKE and JAMIE, the 1-12 Cav, with A/2~7 Cav and
A and D 2-8 Cav 02CON, initiated a 2-day combined encirclement of the suspected
arca, Throvghout the month, emphasis was placed on saturation arbushos %o
interdict enemy movement into and out of the AG,

(b) 1st Brigade continued operstions into Sentember with the 2-7 Cav,
2=~8 Cavy and the 1-12 Cav to interdict enciy movement through the Brigade
AC and to destroy all major enemy forces. Emphasis this month was placed on
improving cmbush techniques rather than saturating ercas with poor quolity
arbushes and with locating oand destroying enemy caches in known cache areas,

(¢) During October lst Brigede conducted operations in the central
portion of the Brigade AQ to interdict routes of infiltrobion and locate and
destroy encmy coches. lst Brigade assisted the 2nd ARV Airborxne I'rizade in
esbablishing two new Fire Support Bases (FSB VICKY and FSB JACKIE) and reopen-
ing FSB CARCILYN, In addition, due to an increase in troop strengbth, AO KENTUCKY
COUGAR was increased in gize by extonding its Western boundry further west and

on 1 Noverbeor 69 will include FSB BARBARA,

4
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SUBJECT: Operationsl Ropoxrt ror Quarterly Period Ending 31 0 &olwx 1969
(3) Discussion and Anelysis of Sismificant Operations.
(2) 11 AUG: At 0300 hrs, D/2-8 Cav =t FSB BECKY rcceived 49 nixed
60mm and 82mn mortor rounds, 15 R¥G rounds, 3 unlmown type roun’s cnd ground
attack fron en estimoted cormpany size unit, Znemy indircct firé positions

ond ground clements werc cngared with orgenics, AR, Artillery, and Shadow

(C-47 sunship)., Becouse of carly werning, quick reaction, and superior fircpowcy,

there were only 04 US KIA ond 10 US WIA while th¢ NVA suffércd 17 KIi, Contoct
broke at 0345 hours,

(b) 12 AUG: At 0325 hours, D/2-8 Cov at FS3 DECKY xcceived 400 rounds
of mixed 60rm, 82mm, and 120rm nortors, 10Tmm rockets and RPG's; ‘combined with
a ground attack by approximately 2 companies. The heavy volume of indircet
fire resvlted in 08 US KIA, 05 US MIA: and 39 US WIA. (mony of whom werc
artilicrymen), and OL 155@n howitzer demaped. However, becouse of the
extremely hoavy volume of fire from organics, artillery, ARA, Shadow, ond
Night Howk (UH~1H equipped with night vision devices, seerchlight and minigun),
and the exiensive use of claymores, Husch fleres, and fougadse, the enemy was
repulsed with heavy losses end did not succeed in penetroting the perineter,
Sporacic contact continued unbil 0450 hours recsulting in 54 NVA KIA 2nd 01
PW (MIA's were confirmed KIA o Llater date),

(c) 25-28 AUG: Intelligence indiceted o sizeable enomy force in the
vicinity of XT 4173 and cach botialion initiated action to mMock endny ovenues
of escepes (4/2=7 Cav to tho northeest, A cndlf1-12 Cav to the southeast and
southwest, and 4 and D Co's 2~8.Cav to the west and northwest), Each unit was
undor control of their respective battalions. On 26 August, all units becane
YPCON to the'l~12 Cav ond procceded to move towards the center of the encircle-

ment, Contact was light ond sworadic in all arcas. Because of light contact

5.
CONFIDENTIAL

S

SLTRET Lot . s s e 4




CONFIDENTIAL

SUBJECT: Operationel Report ror wuarterly veriod £nding 31 dctober 1969

and nogetive visunl gightings by visual recomaissznce, it was detormined that
the enemy force hed eveded the encirolement, Trerefore on 27 August, A/2-7
Cav and D/2-8 Cav roturned OPCON to their xcspective battalions. On 28 August,

A/2-8 Cov returned OPCON to the 2-8 Cav and the combined operation terminated

RNty MNIN Souu A P 1) B S LI O LT s

with disappointi- ~ rosults, Thore were 37 WVA KIA accounted for during the
operation, mostly by airstrikes, artillery, AR\ and Brigede Scout punships,

(4) 06 SEP: At 0405 hours FSB JAMIE rcceived 15-20 607, SLim, and
120mm moxtars. At 0411 hours observed and engaged 03 individuals in wire on
North side of FSB. Ingozed with small arms (S/A) resulting in 03 V.. KIA.
Engaged 4~5 x ,51 coaliber positions with Shodow, artillery, and iRA resulting
in 04 NVA XIA and Ol ,51 caliber position destroyed., Cbserved ond cnpred 06
individvals in wire to Northwest of FSB with s/a and 8lmm mortars resulting in
06 NVA KIA., Sporadic incoming continued until 0628 hours, At 0732 hours while

wounded were being corried to Medevac heliconter on log nad, received 05-06

B

nixed B82mm and 120mm movrtars that resulted in more casualties, Total US
casualtics were 03 KIA and 18 WIA while therc werc 21 KVA KIa,

(e) 13 SEP: 7SB JAMIE rcceived 08-10 82mm mortar rounds at 0940 hours

TR

resulting in 01 US WIA. At 1107 hours received 10-12 rounds of 82mm fire
: with negative damege., Arcas were engaped with Artillery on both occasions,
(£) 15 SEP: FSB GRANT rcceived 03 rounds of mortar fire at 1925 hours
and then at 1935 hours received 17 more 60mm ond 82mm morter rounds resulting
‘r | in Ol US KIA and 04 US WIA,
l (g) 17 SEP: FSB JAMIE reccived 03 82mm rortar rounds &t 0925 hours.
Sporadic incoming continued until 1100 hours rcsulting in 05 US WIA,
(r) The above four (4) incidents voint up three of our reactions of
vhich the cnenmy is using to good advantage, i.c. 5 (1) the eremy is vaiting

6
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Guerterly Period Emding 31 October 1969
until we are out in the opén ofter mortering to .eithér aid the wounded ox
(2} to just look around and seé the status of the damapge, (3) They oxe also
putting indircet fire on Fire Subport Bases ot hours when therc is meximun
movement, ie, Breakfast and Dimmer, It is therefore recommended that 21l
personncl be advised of these toctics and commenders teke appropriate action
to counteract these natural reactions,

(1) &%t 2334 hours 13 SEP: FSB IKE received 75-100 rounds of mixed
60mm, 82rm, 10Tom rockets, 5Tmm recoiless rifle, KOG, and sporadic.s/e fire,
Areo cngaged with Artillery.end Spooky reswliing in 34 NVA K1, 01 -NVA W,

14 US VWIA and numerous items of equipment, This and all other attocks teoken
by FI3!'s have been of indirect nature with only light (end opparently inexper-
jenced) sapper probes, This trend points to the possibility of a shortage of
cxperienced/tro,ined persomel end pogsibly the inability of initioting any
najor offensive at this time,

(3) &% 1515 hours on 25 SEP: A CF-4T helicopter with a 3/4 ton loaled
vehicle slung beneath it, dropped its load from 3000 feet while tyaveling ot 70
knots, Immedistely, the hook went down to lower altitudes end searched the
arco for signs of the truck, The Brigede Scouts and an Apaocho Pink Team were
sent out to try and locate the wvchicle, There were negotive sightings until
the c¢.xly afivernoon of the 28th, A/1-9 Covts "Blues" were inserted and policcd
up equipment until 1600 hours on the 29th, The actu.l cause for the accidont
has not been detcrmirad at this time, however it probably is one of the

following:
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SUBJECT: Operational Repoxt for Quorterly rexriod Ending 31 October 1969

(1) Twproper rigsing.

(2) Too heavy o lood on the vehicle,

; (3)- Worn or weekencd sling.

(k) Recormendetions for improvement in this ficld are:
E (1) Inspoct all sling equipment thoroughly before and after
ecach nove,

(2) Imspect attachment voints on vehicie or load before roving,

(3) Do not overload venicle, especizlly when moving by air,

(4) Do not expect to find object at ground level., It was found
qut in wet ground (grass lond) thet o 3/4 ton truck with load will bary
itself uwp to 10 feet deep and that it will rcsernble 8 bonb crater,

(5) Don't expcet to find .any uscble moterial if it is left in the

field unsuarded overnight,

(6) Have as nony acrial obsexver tcams as possible look for dyopped

equipment with a stana-ob:_/ team ready for insertion.

(1) 01-13 0CT: Increascd cremy ectivity wes notcd in the area surroundt-
' ing ebendoned FSB' CGAROLYN and the area to its west end sowthwest, The aren

was engaged continually by A/1-~9 Cav pink teems (1 LOH and 1 AH-1G) and scveral
B-52 strikes, On 13 Octobex, C/1~12. Cov becnrme JPCON to 2-5 Ca¥ and began
operations to the south and souvtheast of CARSLYN., On 15 October, 03 tubes of
105's were air lifted to CAROLYN which was secured by C/1-12 Cov thus increas-
ing ertillery coverafe to the west and northwest, D end A Co 2-5 Cav were
inserted west and northwest of FSB CARILYN, 2-5 Recon Plaotoon was inserted to
the southwest of FSB CAROLYN ond both units attempted to locate enemy units

and cache sitcs, Contact wos very light and sporadic and on 17 October units of

8
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SUBJECT: Operationnl Report for Querterly Feriod Ending 31 October 1969

the 2«5 Cav were withdrawn beck to the arcs covered by tho puns on FS3 IKE, the
artillery withdrew back to FS53 GRANT and 0/1-12 returned OPCON to 1-12 Cev,
Results of this operation were diseppointing with no ground contacts of any
significance ond the only body count being by 4/1=9 Cov (12 NVA KBE) ard the
Brigede Scouts (Ol NVA KBH), It was evident from signs on the ground and +the
nony sightings from the air that therc were cnemy troops in the erca around
FSB CAROLYN, however they were exiremely cvesive and avoided 2ll contact with
TS Troops.

(m) 17-31 OCT: The 2nd ARVN Airborne Brigede initiated operations with
the 1lst Brigodé by relocating their brigade TIC in conjunction with lst 3rigede
and onening a new fire base (FS.'3 JACKIE) wvith their 3rd Airvborxne Battalion in
o designoted AQ in the nor’thenstern pert of AC KENTUCKY COUGAR, On 20 Octobor,
the 9th Airborne Battalion opened another fire base (FSB VICKY) in the north
central port of the lst Brigade A0, On 22 October, the 11th Airborne Battalion
roopened FSB. CARDLYN, The crens of FSB VICKY ond FS3 CAROLYN were occupied
beforehand by US units to provide o securc bose from which to begin constructing
their fire bases, The 2-5, 2-7 ond 1-12 Cav wore designnted to cid one ARVN
unit cach (2-5 and 1lth Battolion, 2-7 ond 3»d Bettalion, and 1-12 ond 9th
Battalion). Eoch sponsor wog given the nission of introducing their noxticulex
Battalion to the Airmobile type of war the lst Brigedo is currently conducting,
This %ook the form of informol coordination with the ARVN commonders and =
chonoe for them to observe o few of our airlifts, This wos followed by the
ARVN units conducting sccure airlifits under US obsorvation, followed by nctunl
extractions and combet asscults, The ARVN units have shown willingness o learn
from this typg of potient instruction and have adopted to the Airmobile concept

of operation and cre conducting offensive operations on a large scale,
9
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SUBJECT: Operctional Rewort for Quorterly Period Ending 31 Octobor 1969
c, 2d Brigade Operations
(1) Mssion: OCperation Toan Thong IIT continued throughout the entire
reporting period, During this period, the 2d Brigaflle, 1st Cavalry Division
(A1) was given. the mission of 1l ~ting end neutralizing the 5th VO Division,
of interdicting eneny infiltration routes, of denying hin his tr-ditionnl
storege ard stoging locotions, ond peoventing hinm fron geining 4 ' orontun need-
ed to commence offensive operations, The 24 Brigade wos dso aszi~nx 1-the three-
fold mission of asgisting in the defense of the Song Be - Phuoc Iong rrovince
areos, suppors of the Government of Victnom (GVN) pacification progrem, and the
promtion of Dong Tien activities, In corrying out these nissions, the 2d 3rigede
relocated its headauaxters on 11 August 1969 fron Loi Khe to FSB Buttons with
0rCON of three meneuver batialions,
(2) Execution: During the reporbing period, the 2d Brigade, 1st
Cavalry Division (M’) participated in Operation Toan Thang IIL which contimied
up to the end of the quarter,
(a) The 2d Battalion, 12th Cavalry continued operations in the
vicinity of FS3 0'Xeefe until 4 August 1969 when it displeced to .Duc Phong
end constructed FSB Caldwell upon its closure on 6 August 1969, On 17 August,
the 2-12 Cavagain displeced, this time to FSB Alvarado in Song 3e City, md
begon company sized offensive operations the following day., On 6 Scptember 1969,
the 2~12 Cav conducted onothexr fire support base relocotion to FS3 Don, closing
this location on 8 Scpterber 1969 md irmediately cormencing ccrpany sized opexw
ations in the vicinity of the fire support base ond surrounding \C with emphasis
on ground reconnoissanve, trail interdiction and arbushes,
(b) The 5th Battelion, Tth Covalry, lecated et FSB Buttons, wos
received OUCON from the %d Brigade on 6 dugust 1969, The 5-7 Cov maintoined rcse

10
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SUBJECT: Operational Renort for Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 1969
ponsibility for the defense of FS3 Bubttons and the 2d Brigede Heoldqueoriers,
and contributed to the overall defense of tho Song Bé area by aggressively come
ducting ground reconncissence and interdicting enenmy lines of corimmnication,
On 26 Septerber 1969, the Dattalion disploced to FSB Mcoxy, closing on the now lo-
cetion ond commencing operations in the surrounding AO on the same day in on efe-
fort to counter repoxrts of an enemy build-up in that area,
(¢) The 2d Battalion, 5th Covalry contimued operations in the AO

surrounding FSB Moxry wntil 15 August 1969 when it was released 0PCON fron the
23 Brigade and became 0PCON to Division Artillery (Divarty),

(3) The month of August was o highly successful month for the 2d Brigade,
It was choracterized bty rumerous contacts throughout the month, toil: Hy air
co.val'gy' elements md ground troops, most of these ocecwrring with snnll ehénmy
wnits, During the month thore were four significant indircct fire attocks on
24 3rigade firs support bases, The most significant event of the month occur
red at 1830 hours on 12 August when o platoon sized ambush from D/2-12 Cav
spotted and engoged o large enemy elerent moving toward Duc Phong fron the north,
The platoon, thon heavily engoged, was successfully reinforced by on additione
al platoon from D/2-12 Cav and contact contimied until 2218 hours, Movericnt cone
tinued throuchout the night and a firxst light check of the contact ares rovenle
ed 15_1WA KIf and 4 AK-4T rifles, 1 B=40 louncher, and 1 light machine gun cape
tured, Signs in the battlé area indicated that many more dead ond wounded
eneny soldiers had been teken from the scenc during the course of the night,
On 3 Aupusty Ranger Tecnm 42 was engaged by an estimeted 30 enemy troops. The
Tean returned fire with organics and directed Pink teams, ARA, air nhrikes and
artillery into the area, The contact was broken ofter 45 minutcs -@ the Tean

was extraoted leaving behind an esbimated 23 NVA KIA, On 6 August, C/i~9 Cav,
11
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SUB.J:ECT: Operational Repart foxr Quarterly Yeriad Ending 31 Octobex 1969
agein while conducting visual recomnaissonce, spotted on unknoim nuwber of cnemy
in a bunker‘ cormlex, The Troop engoged the area with its organic; crtillery
and elr strikes, resulting in 14 NVA KTA, On 11 August, FSB Caliirell received
50 rounds of 82mm mortex followed hy 10x10Tm rickets which resulted in T US
WIA oxd 2 US KIA, Counter mortar targets were cngaged with 81mm mortars ond
artillery vith negative cnemy essessmont, On 14 August, FSB Coldwell received
another 40 rounds of mortar fire resulting in light US cosuclties and negative
damage, Counter mortar fire was unleashed with unknown eneny losscs, On 20
fugust, the 24 Brigade Hecdquerters ot FS3 Buttons received 10 rounds of 5Tm
recoilless rifle fire which irpacted in and around the base, Counter mortor
targets were fired with unknown results, There wore negotive fricndly casulaties
end demnge, On 26 August, C/1-9, while conducting visucl reconnaissance, spote
ted and engeged 50 enemy in the open, Air strikes, artillery and C/S WeIC €I
Ployed in the area rosulting in 12 NVA KIA, 4t 1030 hours on 27 August, 24
Brigade Scouts spotted and engaged an unknown nusber of eneny in the open results
ing in 12 NVA KIA, On 28 Augusty D/5=7 roceived small orms and B-4d fire and
returned fire with its organics, artillery, LRA ond an dr strike, A sweep of
the contact arce revecaled 8 NVA KIA, On 29 August, D/5-T continued sweeping
the contact area and found en additional 11 NVA KIA for a total of 19 NVA KIi
for the action, A4t 2139 hours on 30 Lugust, the Reconnsissonce Platoon of 5=7
Cav on Nui Ba Ra begen receiving incoming smoll arns, 82rm mortor md Be40 fire
which continued sporadically until 0305 hours on 31 August., Fire was returncd
with small arms, artillery, ARA and o Spooky gun ship, A first light sweep of
the contact area revealed 10 NVA XIA,

(4) The month of Septorber began with moderate cnemy resistance in the

Black Horsc Drigode aree of operations, A significent increcse in groundetomoir
12
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 1969
firing ocourred during this period, During the doylight hours of 10 September,
0/1-9 alroraft reported a total of three scparate instonces of pgrouni~to-air
fire, Each locction wea engaged by the eircrafts! organics, artillery and olr
strikes ccoounting for 2 total of 26 NVA KIA, FSB Buttons on 11 Septembor
received 15x82rm mortar rounds which resulted in no casusltics or damcge, At
0120 hours on 12 Septerber, FSB Buttons received smell arms, automatic weapons,
60m morter and B-40 rocket fire, resulting in no friendly casuclties or damage,
FSB Buttons sngaged the suspected eneny locations wi th organics andt counter
oortar fire with unknown enemy losses, On 15 September, B/5«7 Cav spotted and
engaged on estimated two NVA companies, B Company was reinforced by G Troop,
24 Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiront (ACR) and later by A/5-T Cov, After
o ficroo fire fight the cnemy wes forced to withdraw, A sweep conducted of the
contact area by A/5«T Cav revealed the bodies of 14 NVA KIA and numerous items of
arunition md ereny equiprent, Air strikes, €/4-9, ARA and tube artillery were
also employed during the contaot with devastating results, Numerous blood trails
and discarded bendages found in the area indicoted thot eneny losses were exw
tonsive, At 1805 hours on 16 Sapterber, wihile supporting o contact initiated
by B/5—7 Cav, o Brigade Scout aireraft struck a tree cnd crashed, The orow wes
extreoted without injury, Several hours lotery B/5-7 Cav heard voices coming
from & bunker complex near the dowmned eircrcft, Artillery was adjusted into
the areca throughout the night and two air strikes were employed ot first light,
An unopyiosed swcep of the contoct axen on 17 Septerber revealed the bodles of 10
NVA XIA md rosulted in the copture of 2 AK~4T rifles, 126 assorted mortar rounds,.
14 RG rounds, 1000 AK=47 rounds, ond other itoms, The downed oircraft, which
ocould not be extracted due to heavy folioge, was stripped of 2l uschble components
ond destroyed, At 1017 hours on 25 Soptember, 0/5-7 Coav spbotted and engaged

13
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 Ootober 1969
roverent nedr its position, 4 sweep of the area found 2 VO KTA and :esuiﬁed
in 2 AK~47 rifles captured, Several hours lator, C/5-T Cav, while conducting
ground reconnaissance, spotted and engage& 6.cnemy resulting in 3 VO KIA end

1 AK-47 rifle oaptured, Ranger Team 35 spotted -en estimated 50 enemy at 1450
hours on 29 September, The Team oelled in md adjuuted ARA, artillery and ¢/
1~9 support, An ezcrial VR of the area the following day revealed 10 NVA KIA,
At fivst light on 29 September, 27 individuals rallicd to the alliecd cause af/
FPB Mary, The ralliers were members of the village of Duc Bon and stated thot
they were dissatisfied with the treatmont which they had received .from the VC/
WVA and were frightened by alliced fire power, acrial surveillance ond aggres-
sive US ground rcconneissence,

(5) Activity during the month of October was again charecterized by
light to modexate encmy activity with numeous instonces of ground=to-air firwe
ings recorded throughout the month, The nmonth!s most significant ovents cone
cerned the record number of persons who rallied to Black Horsme Brigade fire
support bases and foxces in the field, At 0630 hours on 1 Octobex, A/5"7 Cav
received mixed mortar fire and B=40 rounds, A Medevec aircraft dispatched to
the scene received ground~towoir fire, A/5~7 Cav engaged the suspected epemy
locebiong with small orms and orgenic mortar, and called artillery and ARY onto
the suspected cnemy positions, Upon conducting & sweep of the erea, A Company,
following blood trails, found a total of 10 NVA KIA and ceptured seversl weapons,
On 5 October, FSB Buttons received 24 rounds of 60mm nortar fire with negetive
casulaties or domage sustoined, The suspected cnemy locations were engoged
with counter mortar end ortillery fire with unknown eneny losses, On 6 October,
FSB Mary received 25 rounds of 60mm mortar fire ond 6 rounds of D40 fire,

Negative casualties or domege were inflicted, The suspectdd enemy locations

14
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SUBJECT: Oncrational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 1969

were engzegod with unknown results, At 1120 houxrs, C/ 5=7 Cav founl 18 5%x8tx6?
bunkers forming e ¢ircle around T 10'xi2'x6% bunkers, There were elso 3 bamboo
tables whioh could seat 10 individuels cach, and a classroon area 12'x20!, com-
plete with benoches, podium, bulletin board and equipmont rack, On 8 October,
P Buttons received 24 rounds of 82mm morter fire md 30 rounds of 60mn mortar
amrmmition, 4 total of 8 Hoi Chanh surrendered to B/2-12 Cav, The néxt dny,
11 more individuals ralliod to 2~12 Cov of F3B Judie, While on a ground recon-
neissance nission, B/2-12 Cav detoined e total of 9 individuels, Contimuing
its recomedssance, the Compony found 1x82rm mortar and 1xCOmm moxtar, both
complete with sights and bage plates, Included in this find were 60 rounds of
82um moxtar and 30 rounds of 60mm Lortar crmunition, On 11 October, villogers
continued to rally to Black Horse Brigade forces with 91 individuals placing
themselves under GVN control, At 1325 hoursy one of the Hoi Chanh led US
troops back into the jungle necar FS3 Judioc and found 1 AK-47 and 3 SKS rifles,
On 12 Octobory, 9 more ralliers turned themselves in to FSB lMary from the Duc
Bon village area, Rolliers continued to turn up within the Black Horsc AQ on
13 October, At 0750 hours, two men and one woman rallied to 2-12. Cav at PS3
Judiec, They brought in with them 1 AK=4T7 rifle and 1 Chicon subenachine gun
along with ammumition for both, A% 0800 hours, a nens; womon end child rallied-
to the 5«7 Civ:.at PSB Mory, The men indicated that he was a VW and knew the
location of an NVA company and a VG platoons On 14 October, a Hoi Chanh lod
nerbers of the Recon Platoon of 5«7 Cav to o weopons ceche near a bunker conm
plex, That night, the Drigade Night Hawk received grouni-~to~air fire on two
occasions, the first incident lesting 25 minutes, The Nighb Howk and escort
engoged with thelr orgenics and edjustod artillery on the enemy locations,

Shodow gun ship ceme on station ond expended into the target area for two and a
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SIBJECTs Operationsl Report for Quarterly Period Ending 51 October 1969

half hours, Based wpon the s ghting of the Wight Howk aircraft amd the effeot-
iveness of the suppressing fires, o total of 28 enemy KIA was assessed for this
action, On 16 October, A/S-’I Cav detained 2 Hoi Chanh without weapons who canme
into its position, At 2010 hours on 19 October, D Judic received gpproximnte-
1y 46 rounds of 82mm mortar ; 2ll of which impacted outside of the perimetex,
The 2-12 Cav engoged the suspected enemy locations with mortars and artillery
resulting in unknown enemy losses, On 21 Cotober at 1720 hours, A/2-12 Cav
received 25 to 30 rounds of 82 mortax fire cnd o ground probe, A Comvany
returned fire with its organics, and the enmeny was further enpgeged Wi th artil-
lory, ABA, air strikes, and Brigak Scouts, A sweep of the contoct areo reveals
ed 14 NVA KI4, On 27 October, helicopter gunships from the Brigede Scouts and
B/1~9 Cav accounted for a total of 16 enemy KIA in 4 separate actions, On 29
October o iloi Chanh led A/2-12 Cav %o & small weapons ooche which contained 4
Soviet MAT 44 carbine and sevorel rmnitions, A% 1600 hours, the Brigade Scouts
gspotted 7 individuals cexrrying AK-A7 rifles on a trail, The Scouts and their
cover aircraft engaged with their organics resulting in 7 eremy KIA, Or 30 Oo-
toboz, 3/1-9 Cav accounted for 14 cnerty KIA in 6 separate actions. The 1«9 Cav
was credited with 10 enemy KIA, an air strike following o grourd-to~air firing
accounted for 2 WIA, and observed axtillory fire for 2 ememy KIA.. Vhile on g
ground reconncissence mission, B/2-12 Cev found a rice storase arec contalning
120x220=1b bags of high quolity rice which was subscquently evacuated to the

Song Be Chleu Hoi Center, 31 October found enother 12 enemy killed by air action,

- 4 killed by Brigade Scouts and 8 KIA credited to ]3/1-9 Cav in % sepoarate oirwtow

ground actions,
de 3d Brigode Operations
(1) Mission: At the beginning of this quorter, the 3d Brigade was prin-
16
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SUBJECT: Operstional Report tor uertorly Period Ending 31 Octcher 1969
cipally comitted to contimiing scourity operations in the northwestorn por-
tion of Phuoo Long Province and the eastern third of Binh lLong Province, Tho
3rigade mission remained essentially unchanged except for the addition of a cone
tingenoy migsion to reinforce the 3o Duo/Bu Dop population comnlex, This nise
sion, previously a.ssi@od to the 11th Armored Cavalry Regimont, was passed to
the 3d Brigade owing to ourrent road. conditions between Bo Dus and Loc Ninh
which precluded movement of tracked vehiclos,

(2) Ixecution: During this quarter, prevailing weather conditiors were
typically monsoonal, Heavy ground fog md limited visibility in the early morme
ing hours frequently precluded first light aorinl recormaissance. The morning
ground fog ooupled with frequont early eftcxmoon thundershowers severely hame
pored the conduct of airmobile operations by westricting the murber of daily
flyoble hours. to & strict minimm, In addition, ground contacts md eneny grounde
to-air fire incidents occurring after 1600 hours were frequontly denied tactical
alr support owing to the rapidly deteriorating weather conditions prevailing
betweon 1700 and 1900 hours deily, Daily logzing of units in the ficld wos hame
pered as well by the limited amount of flying time that wns awvaileble, The
hours of good flying weather were allotted to conducting aorial recommaissance
operations, corbat esemults, and roteting units through the fircbases as prioris
ty missions. The praoctive of logging ficld units on o throceday cyole permitted
the Drigade to contond with the linitations irposed by the weather ond still cone
ti;me normal operutions, In-surmory, the monsoonal weother conditions signiw '
ﬁban‘bly‘ effocted operations within the AO, requiring the Drigsde to 8dopt. 8po=
cific oporational procedurecs to maintain its corbot effeotiveness st & high lewel,

(3) There woxo no significant changes in key persormel in the comaond
struoture of the Brigade Hocdquarters during this period, The 1st Dattalion,

17
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Guarterly Period Ending 51 uctober 1969

Tth Cavalry received a now battelion cormomder during the period, No significont

effects on combat operations were experienced es a result of loss or transfer

of key command persomel,

(4) During the latter port of July and carly fuzust, intelligence indi-

oated & predual build-up in cnemy forces in knowm safe arcas located in the

vicinity of Bo Duc/Bu Dop with an attending increase in the threct of attack,

On 4 fugust, the first elements of 1-7 Cav, including 0/1-7 Cav, closed on the
Bu Dop Special Forces Oamp, established a forwerd CP end begon ground xecornois-
sance operations in the vicinity of the Camp, On 5 August, A/1~7 Cav arrived
at Bu Dop and o two company ground rccommaissance operetion was lounched in o
southerly direction toward the Bo Duc District Headquorbters, On T Avgust, the
main CP of 1=7 Cay displaced from FSB Vivian to Bu Dop and co-located with the
USSF debachment, D and E Companies of 1=7 Cav remained on FS3 Vivian,

(2) Enenmy activity throughout iugnust was charaoterized by generally
light ond sporadic contacts with enemy units, cxcept during the offensive high
point of 1112 August. On 11 August, the 34 Brigede lost OPCON D/5-7 Cav to
the 11th ACR and received OLCON A/ 1=4 Cav, A/1-4 Cav was ‘then placed further
0PCON to 18 Cov end deployed in the arce south of Quan Loi Base Camp to block
& traditional axis of advance on Quan Loi, During the evening of 11 August,
the major population and military compliexes of Bink Long Province, with the
exception of Quan Loi Base Camp, began rocciving heavy stand=off and ground ot
tocks, Then, at 0109 hours on 12 Augusl,y Quen Loi Bese Camp besan rcceiving
incoming morter rounds, most of which impocted neer the southwest cend of the
runway, This action signalled the begimning of o BVA/VC attack on the Bese
Camp, Eneny sappers Jaunched cn attack on the northwest side of the perimetoer,

ARA, Shedow, Night Hawk, and tube artillery engaged the cnemy forees throughout
18
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SWJECT:  crational Report for Quarberly Period Ending 31 October 1969

the night and early norning houxs, This att~ck rosulted in 5% onemy XKIi ond

, 8 PW, 5 US KI& ond 51 US WIA, Coptured weepons included 2 AX-47, 3 RiG-2, and 3

RF%-7, During the attock on Quen Loi, A/1-4Cav spoiled an atiack by a lorse ug-
known size cnemy force, suspectzd to be a major follow-up attack on the base

comp, Contoct bontinued throughout the night os ARA, Nighthavwk, and tube oxtillexy.

ERRME Rt g T

fircd on the encmy positions, This contact xesulted in 23 cnenmy KI4A, 1 US KIA
and 14 US WIi, OCapturcd metorial included 1 WD M, 2 HPG -2, and 1 Chicon radic,

A/ 14 Cov hod 1 tank destroyed, 1 tonk heevily damoged, and 3 APC lightly dam-

s~ e o e AV b e e Samre oo

Fg aged, In recction to the offensive, D/1-7 end B/1-7 Cav were released OPCON to

, the 11th ACR ond relocated to FSB ¥ogle, FS3 Vivien was officially closcd on this
: ‘ dato,

F ! (b) Dué to inerecasged cnomy activity to the south ond cost of the Song

Be area ond on inereased thrert of o VO 5th Division attack on Song Bo, plans were
developed to close FE Ellon ond relocate 5«7 Cav to FSB Buttons, The 5~7 Cov re-
locabed to FSB Buttons, leaving its grownd recomnaissance offorts to the south of

P Buttons, On 15 Atust the CP of the 5-7 Cov xclocat 4 to FB Buttons, leaving

¢/5-7 to olosc FSB Ellen, A% 1706H 15 iug, o CIDG company opcrating with the 1-8

i g

Cav mode heovy contoct with 30 NVA southwest of FSB Wewcott, ARA cxpended on the
encny position drowing ground to air fire from throe ,30 calibor machinegun posge
itions, ~ Three sections of ARA and 'three airstrikcs were adjusted on $he target
arco, A/1~4 Cav moved toward thce contoct axsn ond linkedsup with the CIDG, The

2 eneny was forced to retreat and moved casgt into o bunker complex, A sweep of the
? contact ares revealed 5 NVA KIA, There wexme nogetive frichdly casualties, On

; 16 August the 1st Coevelry Division (AM) dirccted a major boundary yealinement, ro=
leasing OFCON of the 5-7 Cav to 2d Bds, Tho AO change passed tactical roe
spongibility to tho 2d Bde for all Thouo Long Frovinco cest of morthe-south grid

lino 05 from the Cambodian Border south to 40 Chief, The boundary wes later
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SUBJECT: Operationcl Report for Auarberly Period Ending 31 Octbaz 1969
adjusted to follow the 05 north-south grid line north from A0 Chief to the Dok
Hoyt then ecst along the Dok Hoyt to the Corbodion Border, With the 24 Bde
targoted ocgoinst the inoreasing thrcat of the 5th VC Division, the 34 Bde wos
now cble to concentrote on the activities of the 141st ond the 165th VA Regts
and the D 368 local foxce battalion, E/‘f—--"[ Cov was roleased from OPCON 11th
ACR ond xreturmed to OPCON 1-7 Coav ot Bo Duc, On 17 Lug o CIDG force working
with the 1-8 Cov moade contout with 30 NVA attempting to re~enter the bunker come
plex discovered on 15 August, The areo wos engeged with ARA end eirstrikes, A
sweep of the conbact areco xcwealod 5 NVA KIA and 1 NVA KBARTY, There were
negative friendly casualtics,
(o) As the intelligence picture developed around Bo Duc/Bu Dop
axee. there were indications of a possibles camor threat dcveloping, Bascd on the
indications of this axmor fthreat, six 106 BR and crews of D/1=9 Cav werc moved
to Du Dop ond placod OPCON 1-7 Cave In addition, on 18 August, A/1-11 ACR moved
by fixed wing (C=130) from Loc Nirnh to Bu Dop and were placed OpCON 3d Bde, TUpon
closure, they worc further placed OPCON 1T Cav, Contact remained light throughe
out the remcinder of the month, On 28 August D/1=7 Cav was rcleased from 0CON
11th 40R ond rcturned to the 1-7 Cav, During the night of 30‘Augus’c Quan Loi
received two mortar atbtocks involving o totol of thirty mortor rounds, Incoming
rounds resulted in 1 US KIA and 22 US WIA, six ’of vhom were evacuated, On 31
August B/1=9 Cov zoported three incidents of ground %o air fire fron noxthoast
of Bo Dur, The area woes engaged with artillery ond cirstrikes resulting in 9
NVA KBA end 2 NVA KBH,
(5) Enemy cctivity during the mdnth of Septenber was charactorized by
intense standoff attacks dimceted ot units seeuring the Du Do_p/Bo Duc population,
complex and by modecrate to heavy contact by infentry units conducting ground

reconnedssence operations to the southwest of FSB Jerrd, Light and sporadic
20
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SOBJECT: Opcrational Report for Quarterly Xcriod Ending 71 October 1969
contact and scattered incidents of ground fo cir firingss wero predoninont through-
out +the rcmainder of the brigads AC,

(&) On 3 September B/1-9 Cov spotted o bureing Ul=1H southcast of FSB
Wescott, _B/1<9 Cav Dlues (infontry pletoon) wore inscrbed to sccure the aircraft.
Inspection ¢f the wreckoage roveaoled the aircraft hed beon shot down by o51 celiber
ground to air fire resulting in 8 US KIA, Among the KIA were the €O of the 8th
Engr Bn ond the CO of Co C, 8th Engr, Bince this sgencral arca hed been the site
of numerous ground to air firings, C/1-8 Cav was inmcrtodwinte the sren to locate
end destroy the cnemy force, Initial ground rccormnissance operations resulted
in no enemy contaots, Late on the evening of 6 Sopterber C/ 1-8 Cav spotted
individuels at en old log site, The aree was engoged with exrtillery and 0/1-8
Cav pursusd the withdrowing encemy force, Upon zeaching the location where the
individuols had been spotted, C/1-8 Cov begon recelving snail amg and heavy
nachinegun fire, They obscrved approximetely thirty individuals with two ,50
caliber mchinoguns, one ,30 oaliber mechinepgun, ond onc 82MM mortex, C/4-8
Cav immedictely returned fire with orgenics, ARA expended on the.cnemy nositions
and tube artillcxry fired blocking fircs, The cnemy was forced to retreet and
broke contact. A sweop of the axce revealed 4 NVA KIA and one RPG captured,
The following morring, Senterber Tth, C/+-8 Cov ogain roccived fire from ape
proximotely 20 individuels, Fire wes returncd with organics and again ARL and
tube artillery enganed the arca, The enemy wos forced to retreat after one
and one-~half hours of Lighting. A4 swoep of the contact arca resultcd in finding
12 NVA KIA and two .51 celiber mochinoguns end ono AK-47 coptured, Since the
cepture of these weopons on 7T Septembor there have been no incidents of ground
to air fire in this afea,

(b) On 5 Septomber, clements of 1=7 Cav reccived heavy standoff
21
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SUBJECT: Operational Repnrt for Querteriy roxiod Ending 31 October 1969
attacks throughmt the day, Between 0046 hours cnd 0220 hours, B/1-T Cav Tew
ceived 40x82rm rounds, irpacting inside its perimeter, resulbing in 1 US Kii
ond 38 US WIi4 (23 Medevoc), The CP of the 1=7 Cavy, located at 3u Dop SP Comp,
roceived approximately 60x82mm mortar rounds and 2x10Tm: rockets yesulting in
4 USSF WIA Medevac, The mortor otbocks continucd throughout the remsinder of
the morning, with Do Duc District Hecdguarters, A/1~7 Cav and D/1-7 Cav re-
ceiving betweon 5 and 10x82mm rorter rounds, These attacks resulted in light
casueltics, Artillery fired counter mortor fire dwwing and after each of the
stondoff attocks, ARA ond Night IHowk wore on stabion during the hours of dexrk-
ness to assist in locating the encmy firing positions,

(¢) ™he =T Cav C? was initially co~located with the Bu Dop SF Camp
to take advanboge of exiskting facilities including secure artillery positions
from which to support Bu Dop,’Bo Duc, An imrovod fixed wing cirxstrip wos olso
availeble at this location, However, due to the range of the 105mm Howitzers,
it became sppaorent thabt artillery could not support ground recomaissance oper
ations along the Son Be River and the southern portion of the area of intcrost,
Positioning 155mm Howitzers at Bu Dop would hove provided effective artillexy
coverage to the southwest, south, and east; but effective utilization of the 155mm
Howitzers could not be realized in the area to the north of Bu Dop owing to the
close proximity of the Cambodian border, The northern arco was adequately covee
ered by tho 105mn iowitzers locoted at Bu Dop, The deeision was mode to open a
PEB either south or southeast of Tu Dop fror which three 155mm Howitzers could
effectively fire in o1l dircctions, Estoblishing the FSB ot this location, with
three 105mm Howitzers and threc 155mm liowitzers, would pormit the 1=T Cav to
provide direot support ertillexry to units condueting ground recomnalssance opor-

ations throughout the area, On 7 Scpterber 1969, A/1~7 Cav (4/1=11 ACR OPCON)
22
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conduoted ground reconnaissonce operntions to the south ond sceured ond opensd
FPB Jerxri, At 2325H on 7 Septembex the CP of 1~7 Cav at Bu Dop received anothor
standoff attack, lasting until OCCZH on 8 August 1969, In cll,a total of thirby
122MM rockots, ton 02MM mortar rounds, ten TS5MM recoilless xiflie xounds, ond one
hundred-twenty assorted rounds were fired ot the €2 resulting in 3 US KIA, 4 US
WL, end 1 CIDG WiA,

(d) In recognition of the paszing of president HO Chi Minh of North
tictnam, the North Vietnomese declored a cersefire fron 072400H Sep uwntil 110001H
Seps During this period mexirmm engineexr cffort wag directed towsrd improving
the Bu Dop airstrip and constructing FO Jorri, During the carly morning hours
on1l Sep, Du Dop SF Comp and Bo Duc Distriot Hg roceived a light standoff atiack
rosulting in 1ight caswalites, The memoricl ccasefire was terminated,

(e) Owing to the heavy casucltics sustained hy the =T Oav, the
tompo of the oporetions to which they were cxposed, and physicel problcns ate
tonding the woiness of the aree and high incidence of malaria In the arca of
operations, on exchonge of operational arocs wos effcctold Between the 1=7 Cav
at P Jerrl ond the 1-8 Cov of Wescotts On 15 Septenber B,C and B/1w8 moved
by FW to Bu Dop and commended ground operations vicinity Bo Due, D and E/1-7
Cav moved by FW to Quen Loi Baso Camp, then coubat assaulted into theoix new A0,
On 16 Septerber the axchonge was completed with 1=8 Cov and A/1-4Cav wag ploced
ORPCON 1T Cav, Iuring the relocation operation, Bu Dop received an additional
stondoff attaock of thirty rovads of 82MM moytor, 8ll of which impacted northosat
of the mnway, resulting in negetive casualties,

(£) On 18 Soptembexr the 3d Bde roceived a. Division FRAG=D: outlining
o two pvhosed withdrowel of US units from the Bo Duo/Bu Dop arca, The plan dirested
the movement of the 35th Rargor Bn (AHVN) to Bu Dop to assumc the mission of

securing the Du Dop/ho Duo arca, The 1«0 Cov wog then to conduct ground
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CONFIDENTIAL

SUBJECT: Opcrationol Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 Octobex 1969
recormeissance to the south and southwest, intensifying interdiction of the Serges
Jungle Highwey, On 21 September the 35th. Renger Bn (ARVN) closed on Bu Dop and
or 23 September commenced ground reconnaisscnce opcrations in the vieinity of
Bu Dop/Bo Duo, Subsequently, the 1-8 Cov directed their major effort to the
south toword intexdiction of the Scrrepes Jungle Highwey, As A and Z)/1°~8 Cay
moved tc the souflwrest, indicetions of frosh cncny cetivity beconesmozo op-
parent, V. .ol recomncissance detected rnumerous trails with heavy rccent nove-
nent by bioycle, MNumerous bunkers and struoturcs were uncoveved ipdicating signs
of rccont use, On 21 Soptember A.oand D/1-8 Cav began making daily contacts with
reinforoced squad and platoon sized cnemy clements moving through the arca, As
paxrt of the effort to cxert moxre pressure on the Serges Jungle Highway, the 11th
ACR opened FSB Deb on 27 Septorber with B/ 1=11 ACR scouxing the PS8 whilc A
and D/1—-5 Cav conducted ground opcraiions to the northeast, The cnemy Porces
began to feel the pressure cnd ground contocts become morc frequent, Numerous
ground to air firinss were dirccted ob soout teams atterpting to pinpoint
cnemy positions, Visual recomnaissonce aircraft retalisted with orginico and
adjusted artillery and airstrikes into the exca, On 29 Septembor 69, the 34
Bde roceived OPCON of TF 1~5 Cav and tacticel respongsibility for the arce
surrounding FSB Dob, A end D/4-8 C.v were placed OPCON TF 1-5 Cav on this date.
Moderate to hcavy contact continucd through the end of Scpterber in this porxtisn
of the brigede AU, while contocts in the reminder of the AO remsined light and
sporadic, The major offort of the brigode wos now dirccted at intersifying
intexdiction. of logistical and troop movements along the Serges Jungle Highway,
(6) Opsrabtions during the month of Cetober were charnctexrized by oxtensive
ground recomnnissance and interdiction oporations 2long the Sexges Jungle Highway,

The princinle axrca of interest contered on the Song 3¢ River north of Quon Loi
24
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SUDJECT: Opczational Report for Quoriterly Perxiod Ending 31 Octhor 1969
Rase Comp, Ground rocommzissonce opcretions sesulted in uncovering several
mjor swpply and arms caches, thus depriving the cnomy of badly nceded supplies,
Ground cydrations further ferced the chnemy to vacate several bunker corplexes
obandoning orms and m'ztcr;?_:;.l 28 they cveded, Thoe continmuous movenent of friendly
forcos along the trail networks resulted in mumerous necting cagogements, as well
a8 frequont successful arbushes, Asg o dircet xosult of tho ground cfford, cncuy
forces in the arco were frequently oxposcd Go detection and attock from the air.
Intengificd acrial surveillance in conjunction with the moneuver of the ground
units rcsultcd in the detection and engogement of numerous smrll groups of oneny
forces moving along the trails, Enomy responsc to thce incrcesed gerinl gy
veillonece cffort was monifested in 28 incidents of ground %o 2ir five., Twonty-
t.wo of thase incidonts occured duringfg the first two wecks of the month, No
significant offensive operations wexe lounched ogainst finebases, SF ocamps ond
fricndly population centers, Soveral rinor stondoff attacks were conducted :by
smell morter elemonts firing 5 or 6 xounds, None of these attacks resultcd in
friondly casucltics, In mony instonces the mortor rounds impactcd well outside
the perimeter indiceting poor planning ond execution, Significant onemy contacts
during this .month were restricted to ensogements with manouver units e.nd/ oxr
cerial reoomodssence aivorcft,
() On 1 Ootobor TP Tanni, (B/4=5 Cav, ond 1/B/1-5 Cav) was given the

mission of reopening FS Vivian, A/1-8 Cov end D/ 1=8 Cov renoined OTPCON 1=5

Cav opexroting out of FSB Deb, Primary ermphasis during the first weck was dive
coted toward vloco.’cing ond »lotting the trail netwoxrk along the west bank of the
Song Be River, The Bu Dop SF Cemp wos subjected to on cnomy mortox attack on
the night of 1 Octobor. Encmy mortars fired twelve rounds of f!‘tr. « T with noge
ative friendly casucltics, Artillery fixred counter mortar firc it negative
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SUBJECT: Operetionsl Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 1969
as.sessmcnt. On'2 October there were five minor ground contacts in the brigede
10, The rcsults of these contacts were 6 NVA K14, 1 TS sorbine captured ond 1
US WIh, The most significent £ind of the ¢ »y occured at 1100H when D/4-8 Cov found
an enemy coohe @ontaining 1,500 1bs of salt and 11,000 Ibs of rice, This food
vas subsequently evecucted and turned over to GVN authorities at Bu D?p and Ino
Ninh, 4/1-8 Cav replaced 0/1~8 Cov cssuming the mission of C/i-8 Cav, 02CON %o
1-5 Cav,
(b) Cn 4 October B/1=9 inscrted its infantry plotoon southvest of FSB

Jerri, The platoon made contuct ot 1600H with on estimoted cormpany size enemy
force., 'The enemy positions were hit with ortillery, ARA ond one airstrike,
Results were 8 NVA KIp, 8 Wx\ KBH, 4 NVA KBA ond 4 NVA KBARTY, One friendly
cgsuclty resulied, lightly wounded ond not requirdng modevac, The pletoon wos
reinforoed ot 1720H by B/1=5 Cav. Doth units linked up and set up 8 night dea
fensive position, The next day both units continued to conduct greund rocori-
noissence fo the sowvheest. At 1545H, B/1-5 Qav (=) mede contact with an cstimate
cd corpeny size enemy force, The lead plotoon wes subjected to an intense yolume

of onemy firc from both light a.ﬁd heavy Me positions, B-40 rockets, claymorcs
and smell arms., This contact rcsul-bc;l in 1 US KIA oand 3 NVA K’L‘I\t. Spoxcdic
contoet contimed with the enemy force, now believed to be avbattclion size
clement, The decision was madc to cxbroct both units from the orea, Exee
troction was coxpleted at 1701H and the aren wes subjceted to an ortillery T0T
of 338 rounds (105M4, 155M, and 175MM), On 5 Octobcr the %d Bde relecsed OPCON
of the 35th Ronger Bn (ARVN) wmoving them by fixed wing aircreft (C-130) from Su
Dop to Bien Hoa, During the first five doys of October there were six ine
stencos of ground to adir fire, In-coch coasc eneny positions were engoged with
aircroft ‘orgenic weapons, & heavy volume of oxrtillery fire and an immediste

adrstrike, Results were 10 NVA KBH, T NVA KBARTY, and 4 NWA KBA, On 6 Octobor
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SUBJECT; Opcrational Report for Querterly Poriod Ending 571 Octo wr 1469

one platoon of A/1-11 4CR conducted o fixed wing (C~130) nove frofi Bu Dop to
Loc Ninh cnd roverted OPCON to the 1-11 ACR, The remninder of A/1-~11 ACR come
pleted the fixed wing move the following doy ot 1745H,

(c) At 1245H on 6 October, B/4-11 ACR spotted and cngaged twelve
NVA, The cromy force retreatod %o o villoge, TmB/4-11 ACR pursuod the enomy
forcc end scaled off the villoge, B/1-9 Cav while sorccning 10 the flanks with
soout teams spotbed and engaged throo NVA, rosulting in two NVA XBH, I Tm
3/1-211 A'CR,a:pg:-roached the village, a civilion truck ettempted to cscope, The
truck wes blocked by on APC ond its threc occupants detained, The village was
cordoned and VN Natioral Police were brought to the arce from Loc NiInh, A
complete cheok of the village was conducted and 17 VCI/VCS were detodned and moved
to Ioc Ninh for further qu"cs‘cioning.

(3) At 0445H on T Octobor PSB Det rToccived six B2MM movtar rounds with
negative US losses, At 1850H -the SF camm ot Du Dop received ten 60MM mortar
rounds with negative friendly casucltios, In both instances the suspected ,
eneny mortar location wes ~exj:ga.ged with 2 heavy volume of countermortor fire,
Agoin on 8 Octoﬁo:p ot 0230H, FSB Dob rcceived four mouncs of 8213 moxtor five
with negative US losses, The suspected enemy mortar location was again engaged
vith axtillery, Duving the two day period 7-8 October, there were scven ground
contcets in the 3d Bde A0, Results wore negntivo US cosualtics and 4 NVA KIn,
i3 pe EPGw2 rockot lduncher and 2. AK-4T's captured,

(e) On 9 October B/ (=8 Cav conducted o combat assamlt and reopencd
FS3 Ellen,, On 10 Octobor at 101CH 1-5 Cov reXensed OPCON of C/4«~8 Cav and ot
1640H +the 6P of 1=8 Cov displaced from FEB Jerri to FSB Ellen, A/‘l--B Cav re-
mained ot FD Jorri to dismantle the fircbase, D/_‘Ine Cov found an enemy cache
consisting of cighty 82MM .mortexr rounds with 200 powder charges, eighty 120MM
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SUBJECT: Onorationol Renort for Omarterly Period Ending 31 October 1969
poxters, forty T5MM RR xounds, 100 anti-tank rtines andé three rocket lounchers,
The entize encmy cache wog destroyed in nlaoc,

(i‘) From the 6th toﬂi;he 10th of Octtober there was 3 notimable increose
in enemy ground fo air firings; Encoy locations were engaged with organic air-
oreft weapons, ortillery ond airstrikes, resulting in 21 NV. KBH and 8 NV.4 KBA, _
The most si-gnii‘ic’cmt ground to air firing occurrd ot 1520H on the 10th of October,
A IOH from B/1-9 received an unkmown numbcr of hits ond crashcd, The crew wms
ablc to evacunte the aircraft ond set uwp o defensive perimetor while ~woiting the
inscrtion of the Scher Blue Platoon. The Blues had inserted ome rvifle squad vhen
o lift aireraft (UH=1H) received on intense volume of cnemy smoll srms fixe ond
orashed 75 meters from the first downed aircroft, Part of the crew of the gecond
eircralt -waa trapped in the wreckoge, The Saber White platoon leader landed his
I0H ncexr' the wreckage, freed two of the trapivccl crew members and evacuated thom
in his LOH, Mcanwhile, encmy posibions were heaovily engaged by suppressive ARA
fire and successive airstrilies, The rcpainder of the Blues were inserted, they
sécured both alrcraft and the wounded were evaguatcd, The Blues wore éxtracted
and the entirc arca was subjccted to on artillery CS mission, followed by two od-
ditional aiwstrikcs anéd finnlly on artillexry TOT of 408 rounds (105MM and 155MM
mixed), Known encmy losses totaled 15 NVA KBI and 2 NVL KDA,

(g) On 11 Octoher ot 1700H the CP of the 1-5 Cov displuced to FSB Vivian
and FSB Deb was closed, D/1-8 Cov wos rcleased OECON to the 1-8th Cav at OBOCH,

On 12 Oo:bobcr B/4=11 ACR wos roloosed OI’CQIT to 11th ACR at 1745H, ond C/1-8 Cav
was released OPCON to the 1-8 Cav at 1240H,

(h) On 13 Qotober, A/1=8 Cov completed dismnntling FS; Jerri and
conducted o combat assault to o position 15 kilometers west of Song BDe City,.

During the three-day period 11=13 October, there was o oontinued increcse in
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SWBJECT: Operationcl Report for Quorterly Period Ending 31 Ootober 1969
ground~tomalr firings in the 3d Brigode kO, There were eight' inoidents end
each was enfoged with the'a.ircmft organios, artillery and air strikes, Eneny
losses totaled 12 NVA KBH, 3 NVA KBA; and 4 NVA K3 Artillory, Fourteen and 15
Ootober wore significant for their lack of enemy grounimtomoir fire innldents
and only five miror ground contacts, On 16 Ootuver, on additionsl groundeto-
adr fixing ooou:cre'd. and ths enemy position wus engaged by organ%cs ond oxtil-
leJ::y‘. Resulting losses totaled T RVA KB Artill?ry and 1 NVA KDL,

(1) During the period 16<18 Octobery there weve nine winor ground
contadts. ?esuq.ting in 3 US WIA, T NVA KIA, 1 Chieu Hoi; and 4 AK=4T rifles! 1
SKS rifle, 1x,45 calibor pistol, md 1x9m pistol captured. On 18 October,
C/1=8 Cov was ploced QPCON to 15 Cov ot 1040 hoursi _

+ (3) The period 18-23 October wos marred only once by o ground=tos .
alr firing. This oscurred at 1324 hourg on the 20th, The areo was engosed by
artillery, one dr strike and a CS drop, Therc were negative enemy losses Xew
ported, During this six c_lo.y period thore were eight ground contasts resuliing
in negative US casualticss Ensmy lossos toteled 3 VC KIA, 1 VO FW (win), 4
VN women and 1. ohild detained, md 2 NVA KIA, Enemy equipment captuced include
ed 1 AK=AT rifle, 1xT5om recoilless rifle rou.rl_xd, 32 RPG rounds, 4x60m mortar
xounds, 2x10Tmm wookotsy 2xB2um dortar rounds, ond 3500 Tounds of AK=47 cumwnis
tion,

(k) During the poriod 24-25 Ootober, throe groundeio-gir fire in-
oidents oocourred, Enemy positions wore attacked with alroraft organics, artil-
lery and olr strikes, Resulting losses included 5 NVA KBH and 1 NVA KBR, At
1535 hours, on 25 Ootober, D/1-5 Cav conducted o final extraction to Loc Ninh
and was placed OPCON to the 11th 1}.CR. A% 0940 hours on 26 October, F/2-11 ACR
conduoted & xood mbxch to FSB Deb, was plocod OGPCO